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The 4 ASE between the ;Lords of 
Manors and their Copybild T enants, 


Opyhold Eſtates and Tenures Have nothing but 
Cuſtom and Reputation for theic ſupport. 

| Divers Pcrfons who hold their Lands and Te« 
Enements by Copy of Court-roll of ſeveral Ma- 
nors, do uſe out of the Courts of ſuch Manors, ſecretly to 
demiſe their Copyhold Lands and Tenements, for ninety 
and nine years, or for ſome very long Terms of years, and 
tiaving by ſuch Secret long Leates diveſted themlelves of all 
their yaluable intereſt in tuch Copyhold Lands and Tene- 
ments, do withdraw themſelves and their Suit from ſuch 
Manors, and depart into Places remote and inknown, 
where their Deaths, and who ſhould {uccecd them in ſuch 
Copyhold Lands and Tenements are concealed from the 
Lords of ſuch Manors, and cannot be known and Preſent- 
ed as the ſame ought to be, by means whereoi ſuch Lords 
do not only lole the tuit of their Tenants unto tle Courts 
of their Manors, and the Herriots that ſhould accrew unto 
them upon the Deaths of their Tenants, but the V Viiows 
and Heirs of ſuch Copylttolders, who after thetr Deaths 
ſhould be admitted Tenants unto ſuch Copyhold Lands and 
Tenements, being to receiyc but little er no profit by fuch 
remote Reyerſion, but much trouble and charge, in regard 
that by fuch Copyhold Tenure they arc liable to the pay- 
ment of Rent, Herriots, Fines and Services; accordins ta 
the Cuſtom of ſuch Manors, ſuch VVidows and Heirs have 
refuſed to come unto the Courts of ſuck Manors, and be 
admited Tenants thereunto asthey ought, by means wherec- 
of {uch Lords have many times no Tenants admitted unto 
inch Copyhold Lands and Tenements, and are thereby de- 


| featednotonly of ſuch Fines of Income, as by the Cuſtom 
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—ottuch Vanors, ſhould accrew unto them by ſuch Admit: - 


tances, but alſo of their Rents, Herriots, Perquiſites and 
Services, and haveno remedy by Law to enforce them to be 
Admitted Tenants; And the poſſeſſion of ſuch Copyhold 
Lands and Tenements, being governed by ſuch ſecrer longs 
Leaſes, and not by Copy of Court-roll, ſuch Copyhold 
Lands and Tenements are in manifeſt danger of getting 
the Reputation of Freehold Lands, and are often fo pre- 
tended to be, to the manifeſt injury of ſuch Lords, not on- 
ly in their Rents, Herriots, Fines, Perquiſites and Seryices, 
but in the loſs of their Tenures, and ruine of their feveral 
Manors. And Purchaſers are oftentimes deteated, the laid 


Leaſes being made in Secret, and not Entred in the Rolls 
of the {aid Manor. 


aA Demonſtration of the Truth of the CASE, and of the Rea- 


ſonableneſs of the Remedy, 
CIS- Lands areſuch as are and haye been, time out 
of mind, Terementa Cuſtomaria Manerii,&c.& dimiſſa 
& dimiſſiilia per Copiam Rotulor um Curie Manerii, &c, 
Secundum Conſuetudinem Manerii, &c. So that to make a 
Copyhold Eftateit is requiſite, that it be by Cufftom, time 
out of mind,demiſed and demſeable byCopy of Covrt-roll:If this 
fail, the Tenure by Copy is gone. And therefore 
1. A Copykold Tenure cannot becreated at this day (un- 
leſs it be by Aft of Parliament) beeauſerhere warts a Cuſton: 
to ſupport it. 
2. If Gopyhold Lands be once grauted by Deed, and not 


by Copy, the Copyhold Tenure 1s gone, becauſe after ſuch 


Grant by Deed, 1t cannot be ſaid to have been always Grant- 
ed and Grantable byCopy, and ſo the Cuſtom faileth. 

3. If theaccaſtonal Exerciſe of ſuch cuſtomes as are pecu- 
liar taa Copybhold Eftate ceaſe, ſuch cuſtomes muſt fail, and 
he Reputation of the Tenure by copy cannot be preſerved. 

; Sothat from theſe Premifles may be truly — G 
that 
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CY 
thatCuſtom andReputation are theLifeandEſſence of Copyhol 
EStates and Tenares, without which it #5 not poſſible for them 
to be or continue. | 

For Preſervation of which Cuſtom and Reputation the 
Law hath createda Court belongings te every Manor, and 
doth provide, 

1, That all Tranſaitions in this Court concerning Coppy- 
bold Eſtates and Tenures be Recorded in the Court-Rolls of 
each Manor, | 

2, That all ſuch Tranſait ion: out of this Court he Preſent- 
ed by the Tenanis, and Recorded in the Court-rolls of each 
HManor,that the Lord may have notice thereof, As 

If any Tenant die, his Death muſt be Preſented by the 
Tenants, and who is the next Heir or Tenant, and what 
Advantages accrew to the Lord thereby. 

if any Ten:int ſurrender out of Court, ſuch Surrender 


mult be Preſented by the Tenants, and what doth accrew 
to the Lord thereupon. 


If any Tenant forfeit his Coppyhold Eſtate, ſuch For- 
feiture muſt be Prefented by the Tenants. 

If any other damage be cone to the Lord,Ceſpecially ſuch 
a tend to hi diſtaheritance) the Tenants muſt make Pre« 
fentments thereof, and all fuch Preſentments muſt be En- 
tredin the Court-rolls oi the Manor, that the Lord may 
have notice thereof, becauſe without fach notice it is im- 
poſſible that any Manor ſhould {ubfiQ, 

But as in every Kingdom there are too often thoſe that 
{tudy how to diſturb or overihrow its Government, foin 
theſe little Commonwealt':s of Manors, conſtituted of Lord 
and Tenants, tnereare not wanting ſome who arc impatient 
of Goycrnment, and lay ho!d on all occaſions to diſturb and 
deſtroy the Oeconomy th-res*, and content not themlelyes 
with.the Bleflings that are found in a due Subordination. 

Thus in many Manors Copyholders who hold their 
Lands ad voluntatem Dow:ni,and by the Law cannot make a 
Leaſe of thzm for more then on2vear, nor transfer them 9- 
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Otherwiſe then by Surrender in theManor Court according 
fo the Cuſtom,Co nov ule out of theManorCourts fecretly, 
and without the notice or conſcnt of the Lord, to demite 
their Coppyhold Lands for ninety nine ycars, or for ſome 
very long termes of yeares, and not by Copy of Court-roll, 
and thereby deſtroy that Cuftom and Reputation, which is 
the Life and Ffſcnce of all Coppyhold Eftates and Tenvures. 
Thistneypretend they are enabled todo by Cuſtom. 
Butadmitting that by the cuſtom they may make ſuch 
long Leaſes, they ought rot ſo touſe this cuſtom as to de-" 
troy that Manor, whereof their Lands are pareell,and thcm- 
lelyes Tenants, according to that Goldez Rule. 2 


Sic utere tuout aliens non ladas, 


Every man ought ſo to uſe his own, whether Liberty or 
Property, as not to injure his Neighhors Frechold. 

It is Jawtul 7«r meto <ncloſe my Grounds, but | may not 
thereby ſt-p up my Neighbors way over it. 

It is lawtul for me to build on my Ground, but I may 
not thereby top up the Lights of my Neighbors houſe. 

Itis lawtul to Ere& Lime-kills and Dye-houſes, and to 
mike Dung-hills, yet not ſo as that they become noitom 
tO tie N-ighbour-hood. = | 

In like manner it may be ſaid, that it 15 lawful for a Co- 
PyYholder to make Leaſes of his Copyhold Lands, but for 
him to make {uch ſecret lons Leaſes of his Eapyhold Lands, 
as ihall deſtroy theReputation of the Tenure 5yCopy ; this 
{eemeth too much both in reaſon and conſcience, and there-' 
jore wortiy the conſideration of þzth Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, wao alone can give relief in this cale. 

The (ecreſie and prodigious length of \uch long Leaſes, 
which govern the poſſeſſion of Copyhold lands,re fatal to 
thar Cuſtom andReputation which is the only life and Et+ 
{ence of Copyhold F ſtates and Tenures. | 

VVhere the cuſtom will warrant ſuch lens Leales, " 
vo 0 9. oy 


the Copyholders enjoy theirCuftom, and the full benefit and 


advantages of ſuch Leaſes, but let them not be ſecrer, for "M 


therein lies the miſchief. Let but the Lord have notice of 
them, that thereby it may appear how the poſſeſſion there 
of from timeto time ſhall go, and that ſuch Lands are held 
of himbyCopy, and it ſufficeth: Thus theCuftom and Re- 
putation of the Copyhold Tenure may be preſeryed, and 


| the intereſt of both Lord and Tenant may ftand together. 


t> But conſidering the ſecret manner wherein ſuch long 
Leaſes are made, hereof theLord hath no notice,how eaſte 
is it in any Manor to fect up ſuch aCuſtom to make Leaſes, 
and the Lord ſhall not be able to helpit? for ſuch a Leaſe 
being made , th2 poſſ-ſſton is thereby governed du- 
ring the whole term ; but how canthe Lord tell what E< 
tate ſuch Liſſee hath, or what term he hath therein ? oo ſ- 
ſibly it may be but {rom year to year, as thre Common Law 


alloweth, poſſibly it may be for many years, but this doth 


not appear to the Lord, nor without Preſentment of ſuck 
Leaſes,is it poſſible thattheLord ſhould know it?and thus in 
time, by ſuch /ecrer Praftices,fuchCuſtom may eaſily be ſet 
up in every Manor, and the Lord ſhall never know any 
thinz of it, nor how to help himſelf, but his Manor muſt 
intime be {urely deſtroyed, for it fſeemeth impoſſible te 
diſcover and obſerve the growth of ſuch aCuſtom, 
That any Manor ſhould'ſubtilt under the exerciſe of (ucly 
a Cuſtom ſeemeth impoſiible, andit tuch Cuſtom bad been 
from the Becinnins,. fuch Manors whe:ein they now arc, 
muſtlons ſince have becn deſtroyed, and therefore it may 
reaſonably be preſimed, That ſuch Cuſtom of making ſuch 
ſecret long Leaſcs, began not by contei-tof the Lords, bur 
by encroachment of their Ten: nts, and carcleſnefs of their 
Stewards and Servants, Witoare too often intereſſed in the 
Tenancy, and too apt to gratifie them thoygh to the pre- 
Judice of ih-ir Lords. 
Theſe /ecrer long Leaſes ofCopyhold lands fhall govern 
th: poſſi ſhon thereof, during the whole Term, be it never 
A 4. 7 
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to ons, "Which Nall be modeſtly ſuppoſed t to be but for 
nity andnite's þ \ Cars. 'for in fome Manors ſuch Leaſes are 
mide for rwo Titmes of ninety and nine:years, and ſome 
for a greater 1 be of years.) within thisn' 'nety and nine 
years, through how many hands ſhall the poſ. ſfion'of theſe 
Copyho'6 land: paſs? Suppoſe the poſſcthon to. be changed 
but once in every i:ven years, in allthis time it Coth not ap- 
pear to tlie Lord 0© the Manor that there hath ben any 
change of th- poff: Hen at all, - nor can he know it or want 
of notice o. ſuc L-aſes, yet the faQt is otherwiſe, and many 
changes have been, and tle Reputation of the Tenure is 
tiken from the 2 [fion. 

Inall this long Terme poſſibly th:re hath been no Sur- 
render of thelc ' Cophold land>, no Preſentment of the 
Ceath cf any Tenant, no Acmitance of any Widow or 
Heir upon ticir de bath; mer « :y Badge of 4 Copyhoeld Tenurcs 
{!hallitnot rea'on; bly be preſumed; that t:efe Lands are 
Frecho:d-lands, and not Copyhold ; Can a man b: faid to 
Live, if he neither {pzek, nor move, nor breath? Life is no 
other wiſe dem onſt; able then by the «xercite of ſuch Acts, 
Hd 7 zf theoccaſi 'OAdl © XY aſe of fuck Alt s as are preuitar 0 
& Copyhzsld T enare ceaje, how can the Reputation of ſuch Te-> 
muure byCopybe prejervea? 

It wall he laid. th at re Reverſ1- 5n of tl e Con »yholder 1 I 
Fee C9; h Ceicend upen and from Heir to Ree, but how 
then {7;: tole Defccnts appcar to the Lord ? no way furc- 
ly, but by Þ Pretentmentof the D-ath and Deſcent; Buta 
Coprholder ry vins by ſuch ſc ct lons Leaſes diveſted him- 
{elf of all his valuable i ntercſt,the Reverſion i in Fee 15 fcarce 
worth the ning, becaulc tuck Copyholder and his Heirs 
are by the C pphold Tenure l:a:l> tothe payment of Rent, 
Herriots, Fines and Services, but have no preſcnr benefit by 
ſuch Reverfon to ballance the charge and trouble, and 
therefore (if we ray jnoge of things by the common mea- 
{ures of profit and lols,) neither the Copyholder nor his 
Kcirs Vi: Jn e7or own a Copyhold intereſt, ina Reverſton fo 
x cfm 'tez 


remote, and not only unprofitable but chargeable; for this 
_ end, at this day, where the Cuſtom doth warrant ſuch ſecret 
long Leaſes, do the Copyholders make ſuch ſecrer long 
Leaſes intruft for themſelves,and ſurrender the inheritance 
thereof toſome ſtranger n:ver more to be heard of; For 
this end do Purchaſers generally content themſelves with 
tuch ſecrer long Leaſes, and tuffer the inheritance of ſuch 
Copyhold lands to go where it will, as a thing of no value, 
nay, worlſe then nothing z And thus at laft the Lord hath 
no Tenant at all ; for it is generally impoſſible for the 
Lord to have knowledge of the death of hisCopyhold Te- 
nants, and delcent of theirCopyhold intereſt otherwiſethen 
by Preſentments, nor are ſuch Preſentments made unleſs 
by Tenants upon the information, and at the inſtance of the 
Heir upon the death of his Anceftor, which for Reaſons 
already alledged is not ts be hoped for. 

Thi: was ſometimes a Grievance at the Common Law, 
and {uch /ecret long Leaſes of Freehold Lands, have here- 
tofore been found miſchievous, by putting from Lords the 
knowledge of their Tenants, ſo that they knew not upon 
whom by Order of Law toavow for their Rents and Ser- 
vices, Which occaſioned the making of that Statute 21 H.8. 
cap. 19, Whereby the Lords were enabled to avow upon 
the Land, without naming any Perſon certain for his Te- 
nant. But it ſeemeth that Copyhold lands are not within 
that Law ; But 


Ubi eadem Ratio 1bs eadaem Lex: 


. This miſchiefis not only the ſame but greater, bzcauſe a 
Freeholders tenure 1s the higheſt tenure, in every Manor, 
and cannot change or alter, but a Copyholdcrs Tenure by 
ſuch Practices.doth often get the Reputation of being Free- 
hold; ard if a'l th? Copyholders by ſuch Practice ſhould 
beccime Freeholders,{as in time they certainly muſt )there 
will be no Copyholders to fupport the Manor, without 
8 whom 
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8) | 
whom it is impoſiible for a Wd to ſubliſt, for No Copy- 
bolder no Manor, and therefore if the Lord ſhould purchaſe 
all theCopyhold Eſtates except one, or if they ſhould all of 
thcmEſcheat to the Lord except one, or if they ſhould all 
become Frecholdexcept one, the Manor would thereby be 
deſtroyed for want of Copyholgers, who are one of the E(- 
fential Branches and Integral Parts of every Manor, and 
without whom no Manor can ſubſfilt. 

If the Lord had notice; when ſuch Copyhold Lands are 
transferred by Leaſe, or were the Copyhold intereſt in Re- 
yer{ion of ſuch long Leaſes, of any value, or were the Leſ- 
Tees of ſuch Copyholders chargeable with the Rents,) Her- 
riots, Fines and Services, wherewith now the Copyholders 
only are chargezble, or were an Admitance of the Leſ- 
fees and their Aſ:1gnes neceſſary to the poſſc{ſion, the Caſe 
would be much altered 5 But what can a dry Reverſion in 
Fee after ninety and nine years, or more be worth, were 
there no Rent, Hcrriots, Finzs or Services chargeable npon 
itz But whenſuchdry Reverſion ſhall be prelently liabl- 
to ſuch charge and trouble, and bring in no preſent bene- 
fit, ſurely that which 1 the firſt caſe is worth but little, 
muſt in the fecon1 caſe of neceiſity be worle then nothins, 
becaule tte conſtant Rents and Services, and occaſional Her- 
riots and Fincs, accrewing to the Lord upon every death 
and Alienation, may be ofren of more worth then the Re- 
verſion it ſelf, and therefore it is not reaſonable to believe 
that the Heir will be Admitted Tenant upon a deſcent, or 
any man be fo mad as to purchaleit: | 

In very many Manors by {pecialCuftom,theHeir is baund 
to come into Court upon three Proclamations, and be Ad- 
mitted Tenant upon pain of forfeiture ; but unleſs it be by 
ſuch Cuſtom the Lord hath no remedy to compel the Keir = 
to come in and bz admitted Tenant, for by th: Common 
Law the Lord cannot take ſuch forfeiture, It ſeemeth 
thercfore reaſonable to make this a Genzral Law for all 
Marors anJby AG of Parliainent to enforce the Admitance 
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of the V Vidow and Heir ineyery Manorupon the like pe- 
nalty. | 

' Moreover, as to the deſcent thereof, how is it poſſible 
that the Lord ſhould know whether his Copyholder marry 
or not, of how often he marrieth, or whether he hath chil- 
dren or not; or what children he bath, and of what ſex, or 
how they ſtand in Seniority, or how many he hath by one 
wife, and how many by another wife, and how the variety 
of Deſcents happen among his Tenants, for moſt or all of 
theſe things are neceſſary tobe known, in order to the find- 
ing ot of-the right Heir, whichis impoſſible to be under- 
ſtood aright by any ftranger, but by the Tenants them- 
flves, and for want of the true knowledge thereof the 
Lord is at aloſs fora Tenant, and knoweth not whom to 
demand to be admitted Tenant, nor on whom by order of 
Law to avow for his Rent and Services, and for want of 
ſome remedy to inforce the diſcovery and admitance, no 
VVidow cometh to be admited upon the death of her Hus- 
band, no' Heir cometh to be admitted upon the death 
of his Anceſtor, and ſo the Lord hath no Tenant nor any 
Services or Fines of Income for want of Admitrances, 

Did the Lord know the Heir of his Copyhold Tenant, 
and were he enabled to take advantage of ſuch forfeiture 
for his Non-Admittance, he cannot compell him to be ad- 
mittedTenant, but will rather forfeit aReverſion ſo remote, 
unprofitable and chargable, then be admitted Tenant, and 
ſurely the Reverſion forfeited to the Lord is not more 
valuable in the Lords hands, then it was in the Tenants, 
but full as bad, if not worle, for by fuch forfeiture the Lord 
caineth no Poſſeſſion, but muſt wait until the Reverſion 
cometh to bear ; and in the mean time he loſeth all his pre- 
{ent Rent and Services, and occaſional Fines and Herriots, 
which are of far better value then the Reverſion ; fo that by 
ſuch forfeiture he only pulls a Thorn out of the Capyhold- 
ers Foot; and putteth it in his own. 

To thi; it will be {aid, that the Lord may grant again ſuch 

torfeited 
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forfeited Copybold ſands upon the Old Rent and Services, 
but ſhould it not brſt be conſidered who will take a Grant 
ot ghem? for upon {ſuch new Grant there is no Poſſeſſion to 
b: gained; there are Rent, Herriots, Fines and Services to 
be paid and perſormed, yet nothing to Ballance them, but a 
d:y, remotegunprofitable and chargeableReverfion,and it is 
ca(ic to be preſumed that the ſameReaton whichſhall prevail 
with the Widows and Heirs of ſuch Copyholders, rather 
to forfeit then be admitted Tenants unto their Copyhold 
intereſt, will alſo deter a ſtranger from acceptins thereof 
from the Lord upon a New Grant. 

In ſomeManors are variety of Tenures andCuſtoms, ſome 
Copyhold Lands deſcending to the eldeſt 'on, ſome to the 
youngeſt ſon, in ſome theWidows have Eſtates by Cuſtom 
for li:e,in other but onlyduringW1dowhood: Some perform 
enc'Office,fome anotherOffice, & ſome perform no Office at 
all,'ome pay HerriotsinKind,othersHerriots in Mony,fome 
no Herriots at all, lome have right of Common in tne 
Lords Waſts, ſome have none at all, according to the va- 
ricty of their ſeveral Tenures.in ſuch Manors,efpecially theſe. 
fecrerlong Leales are moſt pernicious, becauſe Lands of ſc- 
veral Tenures being enjoyed together, by tuch /ecret long 
Leaſes, the Unity of the Poſietſton confoundeth the diyerfi- 
ty oi Tenures,fq that in few years it cannot be known what 
L and: are of one Tenure, and what of another Tenure, nor 
what Lands deſcend to the eldeſt, nor what to the yourtgeſt 
ſon, nor what Lands are chargeable with one Office, nor 
what with another Office, nor what with no Office at all ; 
Nor can it be known » hat Lands have right of Common, 
nor what have none at all: Some copyholders ( beſides the 
particular Services they owe to theirLords) are by Tenure, 
bound to perform the Oifices of Tithinsmen, and ſome the 
Ofkces of Ale-taſters, ancient and publick Offices, - upon 
the due execution whereof much of the publick Peace and 
VVeal depends, but the Copyholders only are chargeable 
with theſe O fices, and if there bz noCopyholder there carp 
b: no ſuch publick Officer, and fo the Publick alſo ſuffers 
by theſe /ccret long Leaſes 4 So that in ſhort  Thete. 
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Theſe ſecret Jong Leaſes of Copyhold lands may truly he. 
Called N#ſarces,not only to ſuch Manors, whereof iuch Co- 
pybold Jandsare held, by bringing them to ruine, but alis 
to the publick, in occaſtoning the decay and negle of tuck 
publick Offices, to which byTenure ſuch Copyho!ders are 
bound; for by this praftice thcre will bz noCopyholder tg 

erform them, 

Tis thele Copyhold tenants throw off that faith and 
truth which by Oath they .are bound to bear uno thar 
Lords, and ſuch Oftices, which by their Tenure they are 
bound topay unto the publick, and deſtroy thet ancient 
conſtitution of Manors, which hath been and flouriſhed im 
this Nation for many hundreds of years paſt, and all th's is 
don? by this their exorbitant practice of transferring their 
Copyhold land: by Lee ſecretly out 0f the Courts 0. ſuch 
Manors, whereof they are held for ſuch prodigious 1cng 
term<s of years,which occaftoneth rhe contempt of the Ca- 
pyhoid intereſt, as a thing not only of no value, but worſe 
then nothing, by reaſon of the trouble and charge attend- 
ing it, Without any manner of preſent bznefir, and that 
which is in expeCtancy 1s ſo remote, that it ſecmeth imroſ- 
{ible for the Copyhold intereſt to out-live ſuch lons termes 
of ycars, for wznt of tie due exerciſe 0'thatCuſtom of hee 
ing granted by Copy,withovt which the reputationof the 
Copyhold Tenure muſt perifh,unleſsRelief be herein given 
by Authority of Parliament, which is humbly Propoi:d in 

the Particulars foilowing, v:z 

1.That all Leaſes of Copyhold lands made ont of the 
Courtsof ſuch Manor whereof they are held. for any teras 
exceeding One and Twenty years,may be preſented, ts 
the end that it may appear of what Tenure ſuch I aunss 
are, and that the Lord may have Netice how the Piſſeſ- 
fron thereof from time 10 time ſhall eo, Co.lib, 5.to,84, 
Peryams Caſe: 4 Caftome that a Feofſment ſhould be 
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old, wileſs preſented, is there adjudged good, much 


more reaſonable may it be that ſuch Leaſes of Copyhold 
lands ſhould be void if not preſented. = 
2. That notwithſtanding ſuch Leaſes,Copyhold lands 
may alwayes be [ubjett to the Copyhold Rents, Perqui- 
ſites and Services, # | ny 
23.That until the death of the CopyboldT enant who was 
laſt admited be preſented (that the Lord may have No- 
tice thereof) his death ſhall not be pleaded in Barr 


of the Lords demanas t or Rent or Services 5 
By this means the Lord will have a nominal Tenant at leaſt, 
from whom he may demand, and upon. whom he mi y avow 
for his Rent and Services, for the Lord cannot avow upon 
the Land for them, by the Statute of 21 H.8.Cap.19. with« 
out naming a Perſon certain for his Tenant: | 


4. That the Widows and Heirs of Copyholders may 
be compelled to be Admitted Tenants upon pain of For- 


TALIMA | 
It ſeemeth tobe a Contradiftionin it ſelf, that Copyhold 
lands ſhould be Let by Leafe for years; but in ſome parti- 
cular Manors the Tenants have gained a Cuſtome to make 
Leaſes thereof for ninety nine years, and fome for longer 
terms, From what bath been ſaid it doth appear. 


I. That by the Law of Copyholds,allTranſattions of 
the Copyhold intereſt are to be preſented and recorded 
in the Court of each Manor , that the Lord may have 
Notice thereaf, and to the end that that Cuſlome and 
Reputation, which is the Life and Eſſence of Copyhold 
Eſtates and Tenures may be preſerved, 

2, That where the Cuſtome warranteth ſuch long Lea- 
ſes, it is very miſchievons to the Lords, if they have 
zet Notice thereof, that it miay appear that ſuch Lands 
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are of Copybeld Tenure, and held of them, though grams: 2 
ed by Leaſe for years by the Copyhold Tenants thereof; © 
therefore they ought z0t to be ſecret. For 

3. Theſe\ecrer long Leaſes of Copyhold lands govern 
the Poſſeſſion thereof = the whole term of years, be it 
never ſolong, and thereby the Repntation of the Copy- 
held Tenure (which hath nothing but Cuſtome and Re- 
putation for its ſupport) muſt certainly periſh, Becanſe 

4. The Reverſion after a term of ninety and nine 
years is ſo inconfuderable, that it is not the inter- 
of the Heir f 4 Copybelder to be admitted Tenant, 

ut rather it is his intereſt not to be admitted Tenant, 
thereby to avoid his Rent, Herriots, Fines, Perqui- 
fetes and Services, andthus no Badge of the Copyhold 
Tentre ſhallremain, and the Lord ſhall not kguw whois 
his Tenant, 

5, Did he Lord know the Heir of bis Copyholder he 
cannot compell him to be admitted Tenant, only is ſome 
particular Manors the Heir is bound upon three Procla- 
mations to come intothe Court and be admitted Tenant, 
upon penalty of forfeitwre, but this is not ſo in all Ma- 
aors by the Common Law, but only in [ome particular 
Manors by ſpecial Cuſtome, and therefore very fit to be 
made aGentral Law in all Manors,eſpecially in ſuch Mi- 
mars where ſuch ſecret long Leaſes are made, becauſe the 
Rewerſion is (6 little worth. | 

6.Such (eccet Conveyances of Free-hold lands have - 
beretefore been found miſchievens in manner afore{aid, 
#nd occaſioned the making the Statute of 21 H.8,Cap. 
£2. Wolch gave relief againſt them, but Copyhold lands 
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that Statute, though 'yot only un- 


6 therfore ut ſcemeth 
for. Copy- 


years paſt may Bepreferyed; © © 

— Thus CopyholdTenants and their Lefſees may enjoy the 

full benefitand advantage of their Cuſtomes arid Eſtates.” 

- Thus ſhall be given to Lords the things that belong to: 

Lords, and to Tenants the things that are the Tenants. 

© - Thus the Land-marks of. every ones property. may be: 

preſeryed, and let him that, removeth them-he Accurted. _ 
Thus both Lords and Tenants enjoying their fevergt 

Rights ſhall liye in Beace and Unity each with other. 
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